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Scripture Passage: Matthew 4:1–11 

Jesus Is Tested in the Wilderness 

4 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 

devil.  

2 

After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.  

3 

The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these 

stones to become bread.” 

4 

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every 

word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

5 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest 

point of the temple. 

 
6 

“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 

    and they will lift you up in their hands, 

    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

7 

Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 

test.’” 

8 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 

9 

“All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 

10 

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord 

your God, and serve him only.’” 

11 

Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 

 

The passage records the event in which Jesus was tempted by the devil before 

beginning His public ministry. 
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Jesus faced three temptations from the devil, and He overcame each one and 

emerged victorious. 

 

This took place about a year and a half after Jesus had been baptized by John the 

Baptist. 

Jesus, led by the Holy Spirit, went into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 

1

 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  

When we read this passage, we are surprised that the devil dared to tempt Jesus, 

the Son of God. 

However, we can see that this took place under the sovereign permission of 

Almighty God, as indicated by the fact that Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Jesus went into the wilderness and fasted for forty days. 

It was then that the devil approached Him and presented the first temptation with 

food. 

The devil took advantage of Jesus’ hunger after the fast and tried to lure Him with 

food, saying, “If You are the Son of God, command these stones to become bread.” 

2 

After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.  

3 

The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones 

to become bread.” 

The devil, who knew well that Jesus is the Son of God, tried to provoke His pride 

by saying, “If You are the Son of God.” 

 

There was nothing Jesus could not do by His divine power. 

However, during His earthly ministry, He never used that power for His own 

benefit. 

He fed thousands through the miracle of the five loaves and two fish, yet when 

He Himself was hungry, He looked for fruit on a fig tree. 

To use God’s power to satisfy a physical impulse is exactly what Satan desires 

and delights in. 
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In response, Jesus countered by quoting the Scriptures from the Old Testament. 

4 

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every 

word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

This verse is from Deuteronomy 8:3. 

(Deuteronomy 8:3, NIV) 

“He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which 

neither you nor your ancestors had known, to teach you that man does not live 

on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.” 

Living “on bread alone” refers to a life whose purpose is rooted in this world— a 

life pursuing material things for the sake of the flesh. 

In contrast, living “on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord” refers 

to a life whose purpose is set on heaven— a life that does not chase after the 

perishable things of the flesh but lives in obedience to God’s Word for the sake 

of eternal life. 

 

Only those who love God can live in obedience to His Word. 

To honor and obey God’s Word is evidence that one truly loves Him. 

 

After being defeated in the first temptation, the devil did not retreat. 

He took Jesus to the highest point of the temple and attempted the second 

temptation. 

The devil said, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down,” and then quoted 

Scripture, saying that God would command His angels concerning Him so that 

His foot would not strike a stone. 

He quoted the Old Testament first in order to prevent Jesus from countering him 

again with the Word of God. 

5 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point 

of the temple. 

 
6 

“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 
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“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 

    and they will lift you up in their hands, 

    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

The passage the devil quoted is from Psalm 91:11–12. 

(Psalm 91:9–12, NIV) 

(9) “If you say, ‘The Lord is my refuge,’ 

 and you make the Most High your dwelling, 

(10) no harm will overtake you, 

 no disaster will come near your tent. 

(11) For he will command his angels concerning you 

 to guard you in all your ways; 

(12) they will lift you up in their hands, 

 so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.” 

 

However, the devil did not quote the Scripture accurately. 

He intentionally omitted the key phrase, “to guard you in all your ways,” and by 

doing so distorted the meaning. 

God’s promise to “guard you” refers to protecting us in all the paths of life, not 

to catching someone who deliberately throws himself down from the top of the 

temple. 

 

God uses His Word to humble us, but Satan twists God’s Word to provoke our 

pride and desire for heroism. 

God guides us by His Word so that we may bear spiritual fruit, while Satan 

misuses God’s Word to appeal to our fleshly desires. 

 

Jesus again countered the devil’s second temptation by quoting the Word of God. 

7 

Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 

test.’” 

The quotation comes from Deuteronomy 6:16. 
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(Deuteronomy 6:16, NIV) 

“Do not put the Lord your God to the test as you did at Massah.” 

 

When Jesus did not fall into the second temptation, the devil then took Him to a 

very high mountain where He could see all the kingdoms of the world, and 

attempted the third temptation. 

 

This time, Satan tempted Him with the glory of the world. 

Showing Him all the kingdoms and their splendor from the mountain, he said 

that he would give all these things to Jesus if He would bow down and worship 

him. 

8 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 

9 

“All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 

The devil offered a way to gain glory easily, without trials or refinement. 

But such a proposal is spiritual deception and fraud. 

Satan is not a truthful or faithful being who keeps promises. 

 

There is no glory without the cross. 

Jesus, the eternal King of God’s Kingdom, had a mission to accomplish before 

ascending to the throne, and there was a process He had to undergo. 

Yet Satan suggested giving Jesus kingship without the cross. 

If Satan were to receive worship from the Son of God, it would mean the collapse 

of God’s redemptive work. 

 

But once again, Jesus resisted the devil’s temptation by quoting the Scriptures. 

10 

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord 

your God, and serve him only.’” 

 

This is from Deuteronomy 6:13. 
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(Deut 6:13, NIV) “Fear the LORD your God, serve him only and take your oaths in 

his name.” 

 

The only one worthy of worship is God alone. 

If a person, driven by empty desires, worships anything other than the One who 

deserves worship, it is no different from selling one’s soul. 

 

Jesus then commands the devil, “Away from me, Satan” 

The devil cannot disobey the command of the Son of God, for it is the word of 

the Almighty, for whom nothing is impossible. 

 

So the devil left Jesus, and angels came and attended him. 

11 

Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 

 

Just as Jesus was attended by angels after overcoming the devil’s temptations, 

when we also overcome Satan’s trials, God grants us great comfort and grace. 

He blesses us with prosperity — the blessing God gives to those who have 

resisted and defeated temptation. 

 

Here, we must seriously reflect on why Jesus, the Son of God, had to be tempted 

by the devil. 

Was it, like Job, that God permitted Satan to test Jesus in order to verify His faith? 

Did God need to test Jesus' faith? 

Of course not. 

 

The first reason Jesus had to face temptation was to restore eternal life to all 

humanity by overcoming the very test in which the first Adam had failed. 

 

Jesus came to earth as the second Adam. 
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The first man, Adam, fell into Satan’s temptation, sinned against God, and 

brought sin into the world. 

As a result, all humanity became sinners and came under the power of death. 

(Rom 5:12, NIV) “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, 

and death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all 

sinned—” 

Adam gave nothing to his descendants except sin and death. 

He made all humanity slaves of sin and death. 

 

Because all humans are descendants of fallen Adam, no human could save 

humanity from Adam’s sin. 

A sinless human — one not belonging to Adam’s line — was needed. 

Thus God sent His sinless Son, Jesus, into the world as the second man. 

(1 Cor 15:47, NIV) “The first man was of the dust of the earth; the second man is 

of heaven.” 

The second man, Jesus, was born as a new kind of man — not from Adam’s line 

— and became the new head of a new humanity, the children of God. 

(John 1:12, NIV) “Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, 

he gave the right to become children of God.” 

To His descendants — God’s children — He gave eternal life. 

To accomplish this, Jesus had to face and defeat the temptation that Adam failed 

to overcome. 

 

The second reason Jesus was tempted was to help those who are tempted. 

(Heb 2:18, NIV) “Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to 

help those who are being tempted.” 

 

All humanity became subjects of Satan, and no one can defeat the devil’s 

temptation without help from the One who has conquered it. 
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Therefore, Jesus Himself had to be tempted and had to overcome, so that He 

could empower us to overcome as well. 

 

The third reason Jesus faced temptation was to equip us to stand against the 

devil. 

 

By defeating Satan through the Word, Jesus reversed Adam’s failure in Eden and 

struck a decisive blow against the serpent’s head. 

Because Christ conquered the devil, we can now stand against him. 

The Jesus who overcame the devil is the same Jesus who helps us and enables us 

to overcome. 

Thus, the temptations of Jesus were not for His sake, but entirely for ours — for 

our salvation, our help, and our victory. 

 

Beloved members of Church of Godly Dreams, 

Jesus overcame and triumphed over the devil’s three temptations. 

Through this event, we must hear the clear message God gives us. 

 

First, only the Word of God has the power to overcome trials. 

Jesus defeated the devil’s temptations with the precise Word of God. 

When we stand firmly on the Word, we, like Jesus, can overcome any temptation. 

 

Second, we need faith that trusts God’s timing and method. 

Even though the devil offered an easier and faster way to reach His goal, Jesus 

firmly refused to “test God.” 

Living a life that trusts God, obeys His will, and does not act ahead of His plan is 

the shortcut to victory. 

 

Third, we must live a life that worships God alone. 
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The devil tried to redirect worship from God to himself by offering the glory of 

the world. 

The glory the devil promised—wealth, fame, and power—is what people often 

cling to with astonishing intensity. 

When Jesus rejected the devil’s temptation to bow and receive worldly glory, the 

devil departed, and angels came to serve Him. 

Likewise, when we worship God alone, He will lift us up and bless us with 

prosperity. 

 

United with the Lord, we are now participating in a game that Jesus has already 

won. 

Our ultimate outcome is victory. 

Worship God alone, and live rejoicing in the joy of that victory. 


